2                              Citrus Fruits
The San Gabriel Mission near the present city of Los
Angeles, by reason of the abundance of water and the
large number of neophytes brought into service, gained
rapidly in wealth and productiveness. The exact date
when orange seed were first planted at this mission is not
known, as the archives of the mission church are lost. It
is certain, however, that the first California orange orchard
of any size occurred at San Gabriel, and various writers
agree that this orchard must have been planted in 1804
or the following year. This first orchard covered about
six acres of ground and was composed of about four
hundred seedling trees, a few of which were still bearing
in 1885.
Although this orchard was not planted for financial
gain, and it is doubtful if any fruit was ever sold from it,
the success of this pioneer planting established the fact
that the climate and soil conditions were quite favorable
to the production of citrus fruits.
Soon orange trees distributed from the missions began
to be planted in court-yards and gardens in various
places, the fruits being either all consumed at home or
given away to friends. Perhaps the largest number of
trees in any private garden were the thirty-five trees
transplanted from San Gabriel about the year 1834 to
AJiso Street in Los Angeles, by Don Louis Vignes. It
remained, however, for William Wolfskill, a Kentucky
trapper of German blood, who had come to Los Angeles
overland in 1831, to forecast the commercial possibilities
of this fruit. Wolfskill secured orange trees from the San
Gabriel Mission in 1841 and planted a two-acre orchard
in what is now the city of Los Angeles, on the spot now